Directions for Microsoft Excel and Graphing:

Excel is a spreadsheet program.  Spreadsheet programs take mathematical data and organize it to make calculations and create graphs.  

Today we will be graphing M&M’s by color using Excel.

Spreadsheets are made up of cells labeled by Letter and number.  These cells are laid out like a grid:
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Note the rectangle with the “Cell A1.”  That tells you that this cell is in the A column and the 1st row.  

Steps to Graphing M&M’s:

1. Open Microsoft Excel (Green X icon on desktop)

2. Type the following colors in the Cells:

a. A1:  Red

b. A2:  Orange

c. A3:  Yellow

d. A4:  Green

e. A5:  Blue

f. A6:  Black
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3. Open your bag of M&M’s and count the colors you find (Don’t eat them yet!) Write them down below:

a. Red = 

b. Orange =

c. Yellow =

d. Green =

e. Blue =

f. Black =

4. Enter in this data in the B column of your spreadsheet
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Making a Graph:

1.  Click and highlight Cells A1 to B6
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2. Select Insert -> Chart

3. The following window opens:
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4. Click Next

5. Click Rows

6. Click Next

7. Type “M & M count” in the Chart title field

8. Click Next

9. Click Finish

10.  Now you have a graph!
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